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§§505.4-505.5

cost for reproduction of the photo prod-
uct (slides, transparencies, etc.) plus a
preparation fee of $25.00 per half hour
or fraction thereof.

(e) All services in this section will
incur a billing surcharge, currently
$10.00, per invoice generated in addition
to the above fees. This fee is a direct
cost recovery based on charges to the
library by the billing vendor and is
subject to change. Interlibrary loan re-
quests submitted by participants in the
IFM program on OCLC will not incur
the billing surcharge as their activities
will not generate an invoice.

§§ 505.4-505.5 [Reserved]

§505.6 Payment of fees.

Charges which include billing and
handling will be invoiced quarterly by
the National Technical Information
Service (NTIS) of the United States De-
partment of Commerce. The NAL en-
courages users to establish deposit ac-
counts with NTIS. Payment for serv-
ices will be made by check, money
order or credit card in U.S. funds di-
rectly to the NTIS upon receipt of in-
voice from NTIS. Subject to a reduc-
tion for the actual costs of performing
the invoicing service by NTIS, all funds
received will be returned to NAL for
credit to the appropriations account
charged with the cost of processing the
loan or copying request.

PART 510—PUBLIC INFORMATION

Sec.

510.1 General statement.

510.2 Public inspection, copying, and index-
ing.

510.3 Requests for records.

510.4 Multitrack processing.

510.5 Denials.

510.6 Appeals.

AUTHORITY: 5 U.S.C. 301, 552; 7 CFR part 1,
subpart A and appendix A thereto.

SOURCE: 66 FR 57841, Nov. 19, 2001, unless
otherwise noted.

§510.1 General statement.

This part is issued in accordance
with the regulations of the Secretary
of Agriculture in part 1, subpart A of
this title and appendix A thereto, im-
plementing the Freedom of Informa-
tion Act (FOIA) (b U.S.C. 552). The Sec-

7 CFR Ch. V (1-1-03 Edition)

retary’s regulations, as implemented
by the regulations in this part, govern
the availability of records of the Agri-
cultural Research Service (ARS) to the
public.

§510.2 Public inspection, copying, and
indexing.

5 U.S.C. 552(a)(2) requires that cer-
tain materials be made available for
public inspection and copying and that
a current index of these materials be
published quarterly or otherwise be
made available. Members of the public
may request access to such materials
maintained by ARS at the following of-
fice: Information Staff, ARS, REE,
USDA, Room 1-2248, Mail Stop 5128,
5601 Sunnyside Avenue, Beltsville, MD
20705-56128; Telephone (301) 504-1640 or
(301) 504-1655; TTY-VOICE (301) 504-
1743. Office hours are 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Information maintained in our elec-
tronic reading room can be accessed at
hitp://www.ars.usda.gov/is/foia/
#Electronic.

§510.3 Requests for records.

Requests for records of ARS under 5
U.S.C. 552(a)(3) shall be made in accord-
ance with Subsection 1.5 of this title
and submitted to the FOIA Coordi-
nator, Information Staff, ARS, REE,
USDA, Mail Stop 5128, 5601 Sunnyside
Avenue, Beltsville, MD 20705-5128; Tele-
phone (301) 504-1640 or (301) 504-1655;
TTY-VOICE (301) 504-1743; Facsimile
(301) 504-1648; e-mail
vherberger@ars.usda.gov or
shutchison@ars.usda.gov. The FOIA Co-
ordinator is delegated authority to
make determinations regarding such
requests in accordance with Subsection
1.3(c) of this title.

§510.4 Multitrack processing.

(a) When ARS has a significant num-
ber of requests, the nature of which
precludes a determination within 20
working days, the requests may be
processed in a multitrack processing
system, based on the date of receipt,
the amount of work and time involved
in processing the request, and whether
the request qualifies for expedited
processing.

(b) ARS may establish as many proc-
essing tracks as appropriate; proc-
essing within each track shall be based
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on a first-in, first-out concept, and
rank-ordered by the date of receipt of
the request.

(c) A requester whose request does
not qualify for the fastest track may
be given an opportunity to limit the
scope of the request in order to qualify
for the fastest track. This multitrack
processing system does not lessen
agency responsibility to exercise due
diligence in processing requests in the
most expeditious manner possible.

(d) ARS shall process requests in
each track on a ‘‘first-in, first-out”
basis, unless there are unusual cir-
cumstances as set forth in §1.16 of this
title, or the requester is entitled to ex-
pedited processing as set forth in §1.9
of this title.

§510.5 Denials.

If the FOIA Coordinator determines
that a requested record is exempt from
mandatory disclosure and that discre-
tionary release would be improper, the
FOIA Coordinator shall give written
notice of denial in accordance with
§1.7(a) of this title.

§510.6 Appeals.

Any person whose request is denied
shall have the right to appeal such de-
nial. Appeals shall be made in accord-
ance with §1.14 of this title and should
be addressed as follows: Administrator,
ARS, U.S. Department of Agriculture,
Washington, DC 20250.

PART 520—PROCEDURES FOR IM-
PLEMENTING NATIONAL ENVI-
RONMENTAL POLICY ACT

Sec.
520.1
520.2
520.3
520.4

General statement.

Definition.

Policy.

Responsibilities.

520.5 Categorical exclusions.

520.6 Preparation of an Environmental As-
sessment (EA).

520.7 Preparation of an Environmental Im-
pact Statement (EIS).

AUTHORITY: National Environmental Pol-
icy Act (NEPA) as amended, 42 U.S.C. 4321 et
seq.; E.O. 11514, 34 FR 4247, as amended by
E.O. 11991, 42 FR 26927; E.O. 12144, 44 FR 11957;
5 U.S.C. 301; 40 CFR 1500-1508.

SOURCE: 51 FR 34191, Sept. 25, 1986, unless
otherwise noted.

§520.3

§520.1 General statement.

These procedures assure that re-
search and other activities of the Agri-
cultural Research Service (ARS) com-
ply with the intent of the National En-
vironmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA)
and appropriate regulations imple-
menting this Act. These procedures in-
corporate and supplement, and are not
a substitute for, CEQ regulations under
40 CFR parts 1500-1508, and Department
of Agriculture NEPA Policies and Pro-
cedures under 7 CFR part 1b. ARS con-
ducts and supports research as author-
ized by legislation to support one of
the USDA goals of assuring adequate
supplies of high quality food and fiber.
Information generated through such
research often forms the basic data
needed to assess the impact of a new
technology upon the environment.
Large scale projects simulating com-
mercial practices are normally imple-
mented in cooperation with other agen-
cies of the Federal or State Govern-
ments.

§520.2 Definition.

Control Agents mean biological mate-
rial or chemicals which are intended to
enhance the production efficiency of an
agricultural crop or animal such as
through elimination of a pest.

§520.3 Policy.

(a) It is ARS policy to comply with
the provisions of NEPA and related
laws and policies.

(b) Environmental documents should
be concise, written in plain language,
and address the issues pertinent to the
decision being made.

(c) Environmental documents may be
substituted or combined with other re-
ports which serve to facilitate deci-
sionmaking.

(d) Costs of analyses and environ-
mental documents are to be planned
for during the budgetary process for
the plan, program, or project. Special
provisions for financing NEPA process
activities which are unanticipated and
extraordinary may be made in the Of-
fice of the Administrator of ARS.

(e) ARS personnel will cooperate
with other agencies, States, contrac-
tors, or other entities proposing to un-
dertake activities involving the ARS to
assure that NEPA considerations are
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